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Case study: Andrew James Pike and Deep Builders Limited – Attendance 
note 

 

Attendance Note 

Client: Andrew James Pike 

Date: 

Time: 

Draft note of evidence on Andrew James Pike. He told me the following:  

My date of birth is 5th May 1981. My address is 99 Nottingham Road, Stoke 
on Trent, Staffs, ST4 1PD. My occupation is Marketing Director with “Ace 
Gardens Limited”, a large local company based at 107 Ashdown Road, Stoke. 
I live with my wife, Sheila Jane Pike and our three-year old twin daughters, 
Rachel and Roberta. 
 
In December last year I inherited a substantial amount of money from my late 
aunt, some of which I invested, and some of which I used to purchase a new 
car. I insured the car third party, fire and theft as the cost of comprehensive 
cover seemed exorbitant and I am a careful driver anyway. I also have in 
excess of £50,000 sitting in my savings account from an endowment policy I 
cashed in last year. 
 
On 1st February this year at about 3 p.m. I was travelling in my car, a red 
Ford Mondeo registration AJP 345 along the A34 road at Scholar Green in the 
direction of Stoke on my way to see a prospective customer.  
 
The weather was fine although the road was wet after a shower a little earlier. 
I had just passed the Bluebell Public House on my right at which point the 
road curves to the right and slopes upwards. I was toward the centre of the 
road. The road is quite wide, however, and I was not over the centre-line. 
There are double white lines at this point and a speed limit of 40 mph. I was 
travelling at about 40 mph. 
 
As I was going into the bend I saw a small wagon (I now know the registration 
number to be F456 CAR) emerging from the bend and coming at me. It 
appeared to be at least a yard over the centre-line. I had a glimpse of the 
driver who appeared not to be looking at the road. Although I had only a 
moment to judge, it appeared to me that the wagon was going much too fast, 
perhaps in the region of 60 m.p.h. I did not notice the wagon try to swerve or 
brake. 
 
I wrenched the steering wheel to the left and tried to brake but there was not 
time to avoid him completely and we collided. I must have lost consciousness 
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with the impact. The next thing I remember is that the car was stationary and I 
was sitting behind the steering wheel with my seat belt still on. 

After the impact the car must have spun across the road and must have hit 
obstacles on the way because there were dents all over the car. In particular 
the front-offside of my car especially along the side was badly damaged. The 
damage therefore supports my view that the other driver hit my vehicle. 

My leg was hurting very much. I was removed by ambulance-men from the 
wreckage of my car and taken to the University Hospital of North 
Staffordshire. While I was being removed from the car I heard a policeman 
attending the scene commenting to one of the ambulance-men that these 
builders vans were always coming down the hill too fast. 

At the hospital I was treated and kept in for two weeks. My leg was fractured 
and I had multiple knee injuries. I also had a fractured pelvis. I have not been 
able to pursue my main hobby which was playing badminton which I used to 
do twice a week. I think it unlikely that I will ever be able to play again. I have 
played to County level. 
 
I was off work for four months until 1st June this year when I returned to work. 
During that period I did not receive any pay as I have only recently begun 
work for my present employer and I believe that under the terms of my 
contract of employment I am not entitled to pay while off sick during my first 
year with them. I normally earn about £1800 per month net. I am not greatly 
disadvantaged in my present job which is mainly a desk-job. 

My car was a write-off. It cost me £14,000 new in January this year. The 
remains of it are at a friend’s garage in Stoke. My friend’s usual storage 
charges are £5 a day and it has been there since the accident in case anyone 
wishes to inspect it. He says it will have some scrap value. The name of the 
garage is “Joe’s Garage” Victoria Road, Stoke on Trent. 

I bought another car from my savings a couple of months after the accident 
but it takes time to arrange these things and in the meantime my wife needed 
access to a car for the usual social and domestic purposes. She hired a Ford 
Escort at a cost of £250 a week for a period of 8 weeks from February 14th 
this year from “Three Stars Car-Hire”.  
 
My suit was ruined in the accident. It was only a month old and cost me £240 
from Marks & Spencer. My Rolex watch was cracked and cost £190 to repair. 
My wife and I have spent approximately £150 on taxi fares to and from the 
hospital at £5 a trip. Due to the chronic nature of my pain I am continuing to 
incur monthly prescription charges of £50. 
 
I was interviewed by the police in hospital. The policeman, P.C. Thomas who 
had attended the accident told me that the wagon belongs to a local building 



Macgregor, Peacey & Ridsdale: Civil Litigation 2020-2021 
Chapters 6 & 7 

 

 

 
© Oxford University Press, 2020. All rights reserved. 

company, Deep Builders Limited, of 5 Hanley Road, Hanley and was being 
driven by one of their employees, Mr. John Deep at the time of the accident. 
He said they were still awaiting insurance details on the wagon which I found 
a little alarming. He also said that even if John Deep escapes prosecution on 
this occasion, he still has a long list of driving convictions. He also said the 
wagon looked as though it had been a wreck even before the accident. 
Apparently Mr. Deep was not seriously hurt. 
 
I wish to claim damages from the other driver.  
 
Discussions with Mr. Pike 

I discussed the following with Mr. Pike: 
 

 Client care and money laundering…… 

 Objectives…… 

 Funding…… 

 Prospects of success… 

 What will I do now….. 

 What does the client need to do now…….. 

Student Note - In practice, each of the above bullet points needs to be 
detailed in writing as you need to have a full and detailed note of your 
discussions (this can be referred back to if, in the unfortunate circumstance, 
there is a complaint made against you for failure to discuss one of these 
items). For the purposes of this exercise, rather than reiterate the detail here, 
all the relevant points can be found in the first letter to the client. 

Total time in attendance 45 mins 

 

 


